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Overview

What you need to know if you are exporting goods to - or 
importing from - other African countries?

• AfCFTA Operational Tools
- Tariff Book
- Rules of Origin Portal
- NTB Reporting, Monitoring and Elimination Mechanism
- Pan African Payment and Settlement System
- African Trade Observatory



AfCFTA: key issues
• What is a free trade area (FTA)?  Countries that want to develop trade 

amongst themselves will negotiate an agreement to reduce and 
eventually duties/tariffs and also eliminate non-tariff barriers (to 
facilitate cross-border trade)
• Key objective of the AfCFTA: Boost intra-Africa

• The minimum requirements for an FTA: Tariff concessions and Preferential 
Rules of Origin
• Rules of Origin – rules that determine the economic nationality of a 

product 
• The primary purpose of preferential Rules of Origin: to prevent 

transshipment (that goods originating in non-FTA members trade under 
preferences)



https://www.tralac.org/resources/infographics/16400-factsheet-update-on-the-status-of-afcfta-rules-of-origin-
negotiations.html
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Proof of Origin

For consignments (value not 
exceeding US$ 5 000), you can 
make a self-declaration

If you are an Authorised 
Economic Operator, you can 
make a self-declaration  (no 
value limit)       



AfCFTA RoO Flexibilities



Operational Instruments assist traders to comply  - to be able to trade 
under the AfCFTA



Rules of Origin Manual

https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/42397-doc-
AfCFTA_RULES_OF_ORIGIN_MANUAL.pdf

Note: e-Tariff Book, includes 
link to the Rules of Origin



AfCFTA Hub for traders, African Trade 
Observatory (ATO)



Using the eTariff 
Book  
 - What tariff will be levied 
on your exports to a buyer 
in an AfCFTA State Party?
 
 - What duty will you pay 
on goods imported under 
the AfCFTA?

https://etariff.au-afcfta.org/mapsearch





If you don’t know the 
tariff code, you can 
use the product 
description



What about importing into Mauritius?

NOTE: Mauritius is liberalising tariffs as a non-LDC (for Category A products= 5 years)



Using the Mauritius Tariff Schedule

https://www.mra.mu/download/TariffInformation010925.pdf



Mauritius has made a tariff offer covering all tariff lines
 (Categories A. B and C – note tea, spices, crude oil, 
margarine, blended oils, beet and cane sugar, bottled water, 
aerated beverages (bottles or cans), wine….  – not liberalised)



Non-tariff Measures and Non-tariff Barriers
• NTMs: legitimate measures to ensure human, animal, plant health and 

to protect the environment (e.g. sanitary and phyto-sanitary measures, 
including limits on pesticide residues in plants/vegetables; technical 
regulations, including regulations for electrical/electronic equipment, 
packaging/labelling)

• NTBs: any barrier other than a tariff (including delays at border posts, 
administrative/implementation procedures for SPS/TBT regulations; 
quotas, licenses (import/export) 

• In the AfCFTA, State Parties agree to eliminate NTBs (Annex to 
Protocol on Trade in Goods), and establish a mechanism to notify, 
monitor and eliminate NTBs



Examples of Non-Tariff Barriers
• Quotas
• Licensing requirements
Technical barriers to trade (TBT)
These include standards, testing, and certification requirements that can be difficult 
to meet, particularly for foreign producers.
Sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures
Regulations related to food safety and animal and plant health that can be used to 
restrict trade.

Note: SPS and TBT have legitimate public policy objectives – but sometimes, how they 
are implemented, may become NTBs

• Customs procedures
Complex or burdensome customs procedures, such as excessive paperwork, 
valuation issues, or delays in clearance, can act as NTBs.

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&cs=0&sca_esv=25801ab66565780f&sxsrf=AE3TifOs9sfqDmGpgWY1Yt2i_BWu9PAMKg%3A1753040803308&q=Sanitary+and+phytosanitary+%28SPS%29+measures&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiv377ymcyOAxWtR0EAHUWxNVEQxccNegQIJhAB&mstk=AUtExfATExjRTOrQch_uG7jTwXItBU2550MR-uZ5TFcx-PmYnHzQ8oZJavnCyrRL0zi37E9uPpTV4fiZ_mUA96wnFkhA0MO7Vqut3QMP5wJYkwOtlaDrucRpJcRe9RnyVXqq1p4cW-DXcvKTsCaowFDoqKLIi-a7xrppaRnoj1UlEj4w56I&csui=3


Eliminating Non-Tariff Barries

https://www.tradebarriers.africa

https://www.tradebarriers.africa/


What are NTBs?

• Customs formalities

• Rules of Origin

• Standards

• Restrictive practices

• …..



Let’s Register!

www.tradebarriers.africa





African Trade Observatory



Useful AfCFTA Resources Portal


